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SERMON. 


Zechariah   iv.  6. 

NOT  BY  MIGHT,  NOR  BY  POWER,  BUT  BY  MY  SPIRIT,  SA1TH  THE  LORD  OF  HOSTS. 

This  was  spoken  by  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  con- 
cerning the  building  of  the  second  temple.  It  is 
the  explanation  of  a  vision,  which  was  seen  by  the 
prophet  Zechariah,  the  object  of  which  was,  to  show 
him,  and  through  him  to  make  known  to  the  people 
a  truth,  which  it  was  of  great  importance  that  they 
should  clearly  understand  and  deeply  feel  ;  viz. 
that  while  they  must,  themselves,  make  strenuous 
and  persevering  exertions  to  build  the  temple,  their 
dependence  for  success  must  be  placed,  not  upon 
themselves,  nor  upon  creatures,  but  upon  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord.  This  is  a  truth  of  universal  applica- 
tion, with  regard  to  every  good  work  ;  and  of  fun- 
damental importance  to  all  people.  For  this  reason 
God  takes  a  variety  of  ways  to  make  it  known,  and 
to  impress  it  upon  the  hearts  of  men.  And  for  the 
same  reason  I  invite  your  attention  to  it  at  this  time. 


The  angel  of  the  Lord  came  to  the  prophet,  and 
awaked  him,  as  a  man  is  awakened  out  of  his  sleep, 
and  said  to  him,  What  seest  thou  ?  He  looked, 
and  lo,  a  candlestick  all  of  gold  ;  with  a  bowl  upon 
the  top  of  it,  and  seven  lamps  thereon.  He  saw 
also  two  olive  trees,  one  on  each  side  ;  and  two 
olive  branches,  one  from  each  tree,  hanging  over  the 
bowl.  These  branches  w7ere  emptying  oil  out  of 
themselves  into  the  bowl.  And  from  this  bowl  it 
was  carried  by  seven  pipes  to  the  seven  lamps, 
which  were  burning,  with  distinguished  lustre,  upon 
the  top  of  the  candlestick.  Here  was  an  emblem  of 
the  reality,  the  necessity,  and  the  consistency  of 
divine  and  human  agency,  in  the  furnishing  of  the 
light  of  life,  to  this  dark  and  ruined  world. 

The  prophet,  not  understanding  the  meaning  of 
the  vision,  was  astonished  ;  and  said,  What  are 
these,  my  Lord  ?  The  angel  answered,  Knowest 
thou  not  what  these  be  ?  He  said,  No,  my  Lord. 
Then  the  angel  answered  and  said,  This  is  the 
word  of  the  Lord  to  Zerubbabel,  who  was  at  this 
time  prince  of  Judah,  saying,  Not  by  might,  nor  by 
power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

As  these  lamps  which  you  see,  are  supplied  with 
oil  and  kept  constantly  burning,  not  by  the  agency 
of  man,  but  of  God,  so  the  temple  shall  be  built, 
and  the  nation  established  and  made  prosperous  and 
happy,  not  by  human  might  or  power,  but  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.  He  shall  operate  on  the  heart 
of  the  king  of  Persia,  and  incline  him  to  favor  you; 
on  the  hearts  of  your  enemies,  and   keep  them  at  a 


distance  ;  on  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  excite 
them  to  the  work,  to  undertake  it  with  resolution, 
and  to  prosecute  it  with  diligence,  amidst  all  the 
difficulties  which  they  may  be  called  to  encounter, 
until  it  shall  be  completed.  All  this  shall  be  done, 
not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord. 

Yet,  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  work,  there 
must  be  might  and  power.  Human  might  and 
power,  with  great  skill  and  perseverance,  must  be 
exerted,  or  the  work  will  not  be  done.  Olive  trees 
will  not  grow,  bear  fruit,  and  produce  oil,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  give  light,  without  human  effort. 
Candlesticks  and  lamps,  bowls  to  receive  oil,  and 
pipes  to  convey  it  to  the  proper  places,  are  not  made 
without  hands ;  and  hands  under  the  guidance  of 
sound  heads  and  hearts  ;  dependent,  indeed,  upon 
God,  but  voluntarily  employed  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that,  which  is  represented  in  the  Bible,  and 
represented  truly,  as  done  by  the  Lord. 

This  unfolds  a  principle  of  vast  importance  to  all 
men.  Notwithstanding  their  dependence  on  God, 
which  is  real,  entire,  and  universal,  what  their  hands 
find  to  do,  they  must  do,  and  with  their  might.  That 
might  which  God  has  given  them,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose, must  be  voluntarily  and  perscveringly  exerted, 
in  accordance  with  certain  laws  which  he  has  estab- 
lished, or  his  Almighty  power  will  not  be  exerted 
in  their  behalf.  It  is  true,  and  it  ought  deeply  to 
be  felt,  that,  except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they 
labor  in  vain  that  build  it.     And  it  is  equally  true, 
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and  it  ought  as  deeply  to  be  felt,  that,  except  men 
labor,  according  to  his  appointment,  vain  are  their 
expectations,  that  he  will  ever  build  it.  For  he  will 
not  exert  his  power,  except  in  his  way.  And  to 
experience  the  benefit  of  that  power,  men  must 
take  that  way.  His  promised  operations  were  not 
designed,  and  when  correctly  understood,  are  not 
adapted  to  supersede  their  efforts,  but  to  awaken 
them ;  to  give  them  new  energy  ;  and  to  crown 
them  with  glorious  success.  And  this  is  an  aspect 
of  Divine  operations,  which  should  never  be  lost 
sight  of ;  that  which  awakens  attention  ;  which  ex- 
cites to  effort ;  and  in  dependence  on  him,  of  whom, 
and  through  whom,  and  to  whom,  are  all  things. 

This  was  the  aspect  in  which  the  subject  was  pre- 
sented to  the  mind  of  the  prophet,  and  this  the  as- 
pect in  which  he  presented  it  to  the  minds  of  the 
people.  And  so  they  understood  it.  No  sooner 
were  they  told  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  to  be 
the  builder  of  the  temple,  than  they  ascended  the 
hills  and  the  mountains,  collected  their  materials, 
brought  them  to  the  spot,  and,  according  to  laws 
by  which  God  operates  in  such  matters,  fitted  them 
for  their  places,  and  put  them  together.  Had  they 
not  done  this,  they  might  in  words  have  acknowl- 
edged their  dependence,  and  waited  and  prayed, 
and  prayed  and  waited  for  the  Lord,  or  rather  against 
him,  all  their  lives,  and  not  even  the  foundation  of 
their  temple  have  been  laid.  Why  not?  Was  it 
not  the  temple  of  the  Lord?  and  had  he  not  promis- 
ed that  it  should  be  built?  and  that  he  would  be  the 


builder  ?  And  had  he  not  decreed  that  this  should 
be  done,  and  thus  shown  that  it  was  certain?  Yes, 
it  was  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  He  had  declared 
that  it  should  be  built,  and  that  he  would  be  the 
builder.  He  had  decreed  that  this  should  be  done, 
and  made  known  that  decree;  and  thus  showed  to 
the  universe,  that  its  accomplishment  was  certain. 
But  it  was  not  his  house  in  any  such  sense,  that 
he  would  build  it  without  them.  He  had  not  prom- 
ised or  decreed  any  such  thing,  but  the  contrary. 
He  had  indeed  said  that  it  should  be  built,  not  by 
might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  his  Spirit ;  and  this  was 
true.  But  it  was  not  true  in  that  sense,  which  those 
men  put  upon  his  words,  who  would  not  work,  and 
gave  his  declarations  as  an  excuse  for  their  neglect: 
who  said  that  they  had  nothing  to  do,  or  that  there 
was  nothing  which  they  could  do;  and  of  course,  did 
nothing.  But  it  was  true  in  that  other  sense  in  which 
God  meant  it;  and  in  which  those  understood  it, 
who  were  awakened  by  it  to  inquire,  each  one  for 
himself,  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?  and 
who,  as  God  showed  them  their  duty,  were  ready,  in 
dependence  on  him,  to  do  it.  And  who,  in  this  way, 
caused  their  temple  to  rise,  and  who  continued  their 
exertions,  without  becoming  weary,  till  they  saw  it 
completed.  And  then,  as  a  confirmation  of  God's 
truth,  and  a  public  testimony  to  their  faith  in  it, 
brought  forth  the  head-stone  thereof,  with  shoutings, 
crying,  Grace,  grace,  unto  it. 

This  is  the  effect  of  a  biblical  conviction  of  depend- 
ence on  God,  in  every  age.     It  will  awaken  atten- 
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tion  and  arouse  to  effort,  expecting  great  things, 
and  attempting  great  things.  Because  Jehovah  is  a 
great  God,  and  by  those  who  depend  on  him,  in  the 
performance  of  duty,  and  not  in  the  neglect  of  it,  he 
will  accomplish  great  things;  and  thus  through  them 
get  to  himself  great  glory. 

Nor  will  the  most  deep  and  permanent  conviction 
of  entire  dependence  for  every  right  view,  thought, 
feeling,  word,  and  action,  do  such  persons  any  hurt. 
It  will  always  do  them  great  good.  It  will  arouse 
them  to  great  effort,  secure  untiring  perseverance, 
and  prepare  them  for  great  success.  Nor  will  it  be 
difficult  for  such  persons  to  see,  or  to  feel,  the  per- 
fect consistency  between  entire  and  absolute  depend- 
ence on  God,  and  perfect  human  freedom  and  ac- 
countability. That  most  difficult  problem,  which 
never  has  been,  and  never  can  be  rightly  solved  by 
those  who  stand  "all  the  day  idle,"  even  though 
they  say,  "I  go,  sir,"  and  yet  go  not,  these  men 
will  work  out  to  a  perfect  demonstration.  They 
will  work  out,  instrumentally,  not  only  their  own 
salvation,  but  the  salvation  also  of  their  fellow  men; 
while  God  works  in  them,  both  to  will  and  to  do, 
all  the  good  pleasure  of  his  goodness,  and  the  work 
of  faith  with  power — that  faith  which  comes  by  hear- 
ing, is  the  gift  of  God,  of  his  own  operation,  which 
works  by  love  and  purifies  the  heart ;  and  by  which, 
in  every  generation,  such  men  have  wrought  right- 
eousness, obtained  promises,  out  of  weakness  have 
been  made  strong,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  and  over- 
come the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  and  come 


off  conquerors,  and  more  than  conquerors,  through 
him  that  loved  them  and  gave  himself  for  them. 
And  the  history  of  their  labors,  conflicts,  and  tri- 
umphs is  recorded,  that  we  may  be  followers  of 
them,  who,  through  faith  and  patience,  and  often 
through  much  tribulation,  are  now  inheriting  the 
promises.  Not  that  we  should  call  any  man  mas- 
ter; or  follow  him  farther  than  he  follows  Christ, 
who  alone  is  our  Master;  and  in  the  doing  of  whose 
will,  we  may  know  for  ourselves  the  truth  of  God. 

And  this  knowledge  which  is  thus  gained  by  be- 
ing wrought  out,  is  heaven  wide  in  its  influence, 
from  that  which  is  ever  gained  by  being  only  thought 
out.  The  one  may  be  done  in  the  cloister,  and  the 
man  remain  there  till  he  dies.  The  other  will  carry 
him  who  has  it  to  the  high  places  of  the  field,  and 
engage  him  in  conflicts,  not  with  flesh  and  blood 
only,  but  with  principalities  and  powers,  with  the 
rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  and  with  spi- 
ritual wickedness  in  high  places.  And  it  will  not 
suffer  him  to  put  off  his  armor,  till  he  puts  on  his 
crown.  And  it  will  then  lead  him  to  proclaim, 
what  he  feels,  "Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  but  unto 
thy  name  be  the  glory;"  and  with  the  builders  who 
brought  forth  the  head-stone  with  shoutings,  to  cry, 
"Grace,  grace,  unto  it." 

That  temple  which  was  built  at  Jerusalem  was  a 
striking  type  of  the  spiritual  temple  which  God  has 
long  been  building,  and  which  will  be  completed  at 
the  last  day.  Of  this  temple  the  Apostle  speaks  in 
his   Epistle  to  the   Ephesians.     In  whom,  speaking 
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of  Christ,  he  says,  all  the  building,  fitly  framed  to- 
gether, groweth  up  unto  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord. 

This  temple  is  the  Church;  that  holy  spiritual 
building,  which  is  founded  upon  the  apostles  and 
prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  corner- 
stone. It  is  to  be  composed  of  all  true  believers, 
who  shall  ever  have  lived,  from  the  first  morning  of 
creation,  to  the  last  moment  of  time.  They  may 
not  belong  to  the  same  denomination,  or  spend  life 
on  the  same  side  of  the  wall  which  they  have  set 
up;  but  if  they  believe  on  the  Son  of  God,  and  are 
so  joined  to  him  as  to  be  "one  spirit,"  they  shall 
form  a  part  of  his  spiritual  temple.  Europeans, 
Asiatics,  Africans,  Indians — all,  of  every  age,  and 
color,  and  kindred,  and  people,  and  nation,  and 
tongue,  who  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  shall 
thus  be  builded  together  for  an  eternal  habitation  of 
God  through  the  Spirit. 

The  building  of  this  temple  is,  not  by  might,  nor 
by  power,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  This  ap- 
pears from  the  greatness  of  the  work  which  it  was 
necessary  to  perform  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation; 
from  the  foundation  itself;  from  the  materials  out  of 
which  the  temple  is  to  be  made;  and  from  the  ob- 
ject for  which  it  is  to  be  erected. 

I.  From  the  greatness  of  the  work  which  it  was 
necessary  to  perform  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation, 
it  appears  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  must  be  the 
builder  of  this  spiritual  temple.  It  was  a  work 
which  none  but  God  himself  could  perform.  Nor 
could   even    he  do  it,  in   the  wisest  and    best  way, 
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though  he  was  almighty,  and  had  all  creation  at  his 
disposal,  in  less  than  four  thousand  years.  The 
physical  creation  he  could  complete,  and  in  the  wisest 
and  best  way,  in  a  single  week.  He  had  only  to 
speak,  and  it  was  done;  to  command,  and  it  stood 
fast.  But  to  prepare  the  way,  even  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation, of  this  eternal  habitation  for  himself,  he  must 
operate  throughout  the  kingdoms  of  nature,  provi- 
dence, and  grace,  for  thousands  and  thousands  of 
years.  And  this  not  merely  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  creatures,  but  he  must  make  bare  his  axon 
arm,  and  travail  for  ages  in  the  greatness  of  his 
strength.  Nor  is  this  all ;  but,  he  who  was  in  the 
beginning  with  God,  and  ivas  God,  must  himself 
leave  the  glory  which  he  had  before  the  creation, 
take  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  labor,  even 
unto  death,  the  death  of  the  cross. 

Rebellion  against  Jehovah,  had  so  entirely  effaced 
the  divine,  moral  image  from  the  hearts  of  men,  and 
set  them  at  such  eternal  enmity  with  God,  that  the 
gate  of  heaven  was  shut,  and  the  sword  of  justice 
drawn  against  them.  Look  now  at  men,  in  rebel- 
lion against  their  Maker.  And  look  at  those  who  had 
gone  before  them  in  rebellion  ;  and  see  them  chain- 
ed in  darkness  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day ;  see 
him  who  sits  in  heaven  as  much  determined  to  vin- 
dicate the  honor  of  his  law,  now  broken  by  men,  as 
when  broken  by  angels.  And  who  can  arise  for 
their  deliverance  ?  Who  can  lay  a  foundation  for 
the  reconciliation,  the  holiness,  the  happiness,  the 
immortal  glory  of  unnumbered   millions,    who  de- 
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serve  to  die  eternally  the  second  death  ?  a  founda- 
tion which  they  themselves  cannot  destroy  ;  which 
cannot  be  shaken  by  the  powers  of  darkness  ;  which 
shall  be  extensive  as  the  ruins  of  apostasy,  and  dur- 
able as  eternity?  Earth  saith,  "It  is  not  in  me." 
Creation  saith,  "  It  is  not  in  me."  Yet  it  must  be 
done.  None  but  Immanuel  could  do  it.  And  such 
was  the  greatness  of  what  yet  remained  to  be  done, 
after  all  that  he  had  accomplished  for  four  thousand 
years,  that  under  its  awful,  crushing  weight  he  bowed 
his  head  and  gave  up  the  ghost.  The  sun  turned 
away,  the  rocks  broke  asunder,  and  the  dead  started 
from  their  graves,  to  adore  him  that  liveth,  but  was 
dead,  that  they  might  live  for  evermore.  Sing,  O  ye 
heavens,  Jehovah  hath  done  it ;  shout  ye  lower  parts 
of  the  earth  ;  break  forth  into  singing  ye  mountains, 
forests,  and  every  tree ;  Jehovah  hath  redeemed 
Jacob,  and  glorified  himself  in  Israel. 

And  must  he,  who  was  in  the  beginning  with  God, 
make  bare  his  arm,  and  travail  for  ages  in  the  great- 
ness of  his  strength,  and  even  give  up  life  itself,  to 
lay  the  foundation?  What  other  arm,  and  what 
other  strength,  but  that  which  is  divine,  can  rear 
the  superstructure?  Surely  it  must  be  done,  not 
by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts.     This  appears, 

II.  From  the  foundation  itself.  This  foundation 
is  the  Son  of  God,  the  brightness  of  the  Father's 
glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his  person;  in  whom 
dwells  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily.  By  him 
were  all  things  created,  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that 
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are  in  earth;  visible  and  invisible;  whether  they 
be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers; 
all  things  were  created  by  him  and  for  him.  He 
was  before  all  things,  and  by  him  all  things  consist; 
and  he  is  over  all  God  blessed  forever.  To  him 
the  Father  saith,  and  he  knows,  "Thy  throne,  O 
God,  is  forever  and  ever;  a  sceptre  of  righteousness 
is  the  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom.  Thou,  Lord,  in  the 
beginning  hast  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth,  and 
the  heavens  are  the  work  of  thy  hands.  They  shall 
perish,  but  thou  remainest;  and  they  all  shall  wax 
old,  as  doth  a  garment;  and  as  a  vesture  shalt  thou 
fold  them  up,  and  they  shall  be  changed;  but  thou 
art  the  same,  and  thy  years  shall  not  fail."  He  is 
the  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  end- 
ing, which  is,  and  was,  and  is  to  come,  the  Al- 
mighty. 

Such  is  the  foundation  of  this  temple,  God  mani- 
fest in  the  flesh.  Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foun- 
dation a  stone  ;  a  tried  stone;  a  precious  corner- 
stone; a  sure  foundation.  And  other  foundation 
can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus 
Christ,  the  true  God,  and  eternal  life. 

The  value  of  this  foundation  never  can  be  known 
by  any,  except  those  who  are  builded,  and  are  build- 
ing upon  it.  And  it  cannot  be  fully  known,  even  by 
them,  unless  they  can  know  the  greatness,  extent, 
and  duration  of  that  misery,  into  which  this  foun- 
dation keeps  them  from  falling;  and  also  the  great- 
ness, extent,  and  duration  of  that  glory,  to  which  they 
will  be  raised  in  consequence  cf  building  upon  it. 
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Redeemed  sinners,  you,  who  are  builded  to- 
gether, on  this  foundation,  for  an  habitation  of  God, 
through  the  Spirit,  you  know  something  of  its  worth; 
but  nothing  to  what  you  will  know,  when  you 
have  tried  it,  for  eternity.  It  exceeds  in  value  all 
the  treasures  of  creation;  in  excellence  equals  the 
glory  of  Jehovah;  and  for  stability,  is  like  the  pillars 
of  the  universe.  No  person  can  behold,  even  from 
this  distant  world,  and  through  a  glass  darkly,  the 
excellence  of  this  foundation,  without  feeling  that 
the  temple  to  be  erected  upon  it,  in  order  to  be  suit- 
ed to  the  foundation,  must  be  built,  not  by  might, 
nor  by  power,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  It 
must  be  built  of  living  stones,  each  one  shining  in 
the  image  of  God,  and  reflecting  the  lustre  of  his 
glory  throughout  the  universe.  Who  can  do  this, 
but  he  who  quickeneth  the  dead,  and  calleth  things 
that  are  not  as  though  they  were  ? 

That  he  must  be  the  builder  is  evident, 

III.  From  the  materials  out  of  which  the  temple 
is  to  be  made. 

These,  as  they  are  in  their  natural  state,  univer- 
sally, and  as  they  would  be,  without  the  Spirit  and 
grace  of  God,  eternally,  are  described  by  him  as 
walking  according  to  the  course  of  this  world,  ac- 
cording to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the 
spirit  that  now  worketh  in  the  children  of  disobedi- 
ence. Among  whom  we  all  had  our  conversation 
in  times  past,  in  the  lusts  of  our  flesh,  fulfilling  the 
desires  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  mind,  and  were  by  na- 
ture the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others.    There  is 


15 

none  that  naturally  doeth  good,  no,  not  one.  They 
have  all  gone  out  of  the  right  way,  and  when  left  with- 
out the  influences  of  the  Spirit,  have  in  their  down- 
ward course  become  filled  with  all  unrighteousness, 
fornication,  wickedness,  covetousness,  maliciousness; 
full  of  envy,  murder,  debate,  deceit,  malignity,  whis- 
perers, backbiters,  haters  of  God,  despiteful,  proud, 
boasters,  inventers  of  evil  things,  disobedient  to  pa- 
rents, without  understanding,  covenant  breakers, 
without  natural  affection,  implacable,  unmerciful! 
Does  any  one  say,  This  is  not  my  condition  ?  I  ask 
him,  why  ?  Had  he  been  left  without  the  light  of 
revelation,  and  without  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God, 
and  without  those  means  and  influences  by  which  he 
operates,  would  it  not  have  been  his  condition  ?  Look 
abroad  upon  the  millions  who  are  now  in  that  con- 
dition ;  and  is  he  naturally  better  than  they  ?  No; 
in  nowise.  It  has  been  proved  by  the  testimony  of 
God,  and  by  facts,  concerning  both  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles, that  they  are  all  under  sin,  and  are,  even  na- 
turally, dead  in  trespasses  and  sin. 

And  who  can  make  them  alive,  and  fill  them  with 
love,  joy,  peace,  long  suffering,  gentleness,  goodness, 
meekness,  faith,  and  temperance  ;  but  he  who  spake, 
and  it  was  done,  who  commanded  and  it  stood  fast? 
Can  you  do  it  ?  Can  any  man  do  it  ?  Let  him 
make  the  experiment.  And  to  make  it  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  let  him  be  a  parent, 
and  try  it  upon  his  own  child.  Let  him  renounce 
all  dependence  on  God,  and  the  influences  of  his 
Spirit,  and  then  take  that  child,  who  is  now  an  en- 
emy to  his  Maker,  and,  if  he  can,  create  him  anew  in 
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Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  and  cause  him  to  glow 
like  a  seraph  in  the  divine  service.  No,  not  an  infi- 
del parent  on  earth  can  do  this  ;  and  not  a  Christian 
parent  will  dare  to  attempt  it.  All  the  dedications 
of  children  to  God  in  baptism,  all  the  prayers  and 
tears  of  pious  parents  while  wrestling  with  God  for 
their  salvation,  are  a  standing  testimony,  that  the 
work  must  be  done,  not  by  might,  nor  by  power, 
but  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Even  children,  to  be 
alive  unto  God,  must  be  born  again  ;  not  of  blood, 
nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man, 
but  of  God.  Does  any  one  still  doubt  ?  Let  him 
try  the  experiment  upon  himself.  Let  him  openly 
and  heartily  renounce  all  dependence  on  God  and 
the  influences  of  his  Spirit,  and  by  his  own  unaided 
efforts  transform  himself  into  the  Divine  image  ; 
that  as  he  has  borne  the  image  of  the  earthly,  he 
shall  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly  ;  that  as  he  has 
yielded  his  members  as  instruments  of  unrighteous- 
ness unto  sin,  he  shall  yield  them  as  instruments  of 
righteousness  unto  God  ;  having  put  off,  concerning 
the  former  conversation,  the  old  man  which  is  cor- 
rupt, according  to  the  deceitful  lusts,  become  renew- 
ed in  the  spirit  of  his  mind,  and  put  on  the  new 
man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteousness 
and  true  holiness  ;  so  that  he  shall  live,  not  unto 
himself,  but  unto  him  who  died  for  him  and  rose 
again. 

Has  any  one  ever  done  this,  of  himself  merely, 
by  his  own  unaided  wisdom,  righteousness,  and 
strength,  without  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God? 
Who  is  he  ?     When,  or  where  ?     Go  through  crea- 
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tion,  and  ask  every  soul  that  has  passed  from  death 
unto  life,  Who  made  you  to  differ  ?  And  how  are 
you  saved  ?  And  they  will  all  answer,  "  By  grace 
were  we  saved,  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  our- 
selves, it  was  the  gift  of  God.  Not  by  works  of 
righteousness  which  we  have  done,  but  according 
to  his  mercy,  he  saved  us,  by  the  washing  of  regen- 
eration, and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  God, 
who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great  love  wherewith 
he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins,  hath 
made  us  alive  together  with  Christ.  We  are  his 
workmanship,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good 
works."  And,  "  by  the  grace  of  God,"  each  one 
will  say,  "  I  am,  what  I  am." 

And  if  no  one  ever  has  been  thus  changed  with- 
out the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God,  what  evidence  is 
there  that  any  one  ever  will  be  ?  Do  you  say,  the 
power,  which,  as  a  free  moral  agent,  each  man  pos- 
sesses ?  and  the  command  of  God  to  him  to  make 
him  a  new  heart  ?  But  has  any  one  any  more  power 
than  other  men  have  had?  And  if  their  power  did 
not  avail  them,  without  the  Spirit  of  God,  what 
evidence  is  there,  what  evidence  can  there  be,  that 
yours,  without  this  Divine  Agent,  will  ever  avail 
you  ?  or  the  unaided  power,  merely,  of  any  other 
man,  ever  avail  him  ?  None  ;  absolutely  none. 
All  the  evidence  of  facts  and  of  the  Divine  testi- 
mony is  on  the  other  side. 

To  make  power  available  to  any  good  work,  let 
it  be  remembered,  there  must  be  not  power  merely, 
but  also  an  inclination  to  use  it  for  that  end. 
3 


18 

Whatever  be  the  power  of  man,  as  a  free  moral 
agent,  and  he  has  enough  to  sustain  the  responsi- 
bilities of  endless  retribution,  and  to  make  it  his 
reasonable  service  to  do  all  that  God  requires ;  yet 
it  is  certain  that  he  will  never,  without  the  Spirit 
and  grace  of  God,  so  use  it,  as  to  make  himself  a 
new  heart,  to  love  God,  hate  sin,  and  delight  in 
holiness;  or  be  even  instrumental  in  leading  others 
to  do  this  immediate  and  indispensable  duty. 
Though  God  himself,  from  the  throne  of  his  excel- 
lent glory,  calls  after  him,  saying,  "  Turn  ye,  turn 
ye,  for  why  will  ye  die?'1  and  beseeches  him,  by 
the  tears  and  blood  of  a  Saviour,  to  turn  and  live  ; 
yet,  with  all  his  power,  be  it  what  it  may,  without 
the  grace  of  God,  he  will  never  obey  him. 

And  yet,  this  must  be  done,  and  by  multitudes 
which  no  man  can  number  ;  out  of  every  nation, 
and  kindred,  and  people,  and  tongue.  Who  will 
ever  cause  them  to  do  it,  but  He  who  said,  "  Let 
there  be  light,  and  there  was  light."  He  must 
shine  into  their  hearts,  and  give  them  the  light  of 
the  knowledge  of  his  glory,  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ ;  or  they  will  not  turn  from  darkness  to  light, 
or  become  light  in  the  Lord.  He  must  write  his 
law  upon  their  hearts,  and  imprint  it  upon  their 
inward  parts,  or  they  will  never  be  fitted  for  that 
temple,  from  every  part  of  which  is  to  blaze  in  liv- 
ing characters,  holiness  unto  the  Lord,  forever. 

That  he  must  be  the  builder  of  this  glorious  edi- 
fice, is,  if  possible,  still  more  plain, 

IV.  From  the  object  for  which  it  is  to  be  erected. 
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What  that  object  is,  we  are  told  by  the  Apostle,  in 
the  second  and  third  chapters  of  his  Epistle  to  the 
Ephesians :  viz.  That,  in  the  ages  to  come,  God 
might  shoiv  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  in 
kindness  toivard  us  through  Jesus  Christ.  And  to 
make  all  men  see  what  is  the  fellowship  of  the  mys- 
tery, which  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  hath 
been  hid  in  God,  who  created  all  things  by  Jesus 
Christ ;  to  the  intent,  that  unto  the  principalities  and 
powers  in  heavenly  places,  might  be  known,  by  the 
church  (this  spiritual  temple)  the  manifold  ivisdom 
of  God. 

Here,  then,  is  the  object  for  which  this  spiritual 
temple  is  to  be  erected.  It  is  in  ages  to  come,  to 
show  angels,  and  principalities,  and  powers,  in  heav- 
enly places,  the  manifold  ivisdom  of  God;  and  the 
exceeding  riches  of  his  grace  in  his  kindness  toward 
men,  through  Jesus  Christ :  an  object  which  is  infi- 
nite ;  and  which,  as  it  unfolds  with  ever  increasing 
brightness,  will  call  forth  from  multitudes  which  no 
man  can  number,  in  louder  and  louder  strains,  Alle- 
luias to  God  and  the  Lamb,  forever  and  ever.  Who 
can  accomplish  this,  but  God  himself?  Can  an 
angel  do  it  ?  Can  a  superangelic  creature  ?  Can 
any  creature,  however  exalted,  show,  by  his  pro- 
ductions, the  manifold  wisdom  of  God  ?  Can  he, 
in  ages  to  come,  show  to  angels,  and  principalities, 
and  powers  in  heavenly  places,  the  exceeding  riches 
of  God's  grace,  in  kindness  toward  men,  through 
Jesus  Christ  ?  It  is  higher  than  heaven,  what  can 
he  know  ?  deeper  than  hell,  what  can  he  do  ?  The 
measure  thereof,  is  longer  than  the  earth,  and  broader 
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than  the  sea.  No  man,  or  angel,  or  superangelic 
creature  can  conceive  a  thousandth  part  of  the  riches 
of  that  grace  which,  at  such  a  sacrifice,  has  opened 
an  eternity  of  bliss  to  a  world  infinitely  undeserv- 
ing. But  suppose  he  could  conceive  and  could  dis- 
play all  the  riches  of  that  grace,  he  could  not.  be  the 
builder  of  this  temple  :  for  Jehovah  will  not  give  his 
glory  to  another.  And  the  object  of  this  temple  is, 
not  that  any  creature  may  display,  but  that  God 
may  display,  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  and 
his  manifold  wisdom.  Of  course  no  creature  can 
build  it  :  for  no  creature  can  display  wisdom  which 
he  does  not  possess;  and  no  building  can  display 
more  wisdom  than  is  possessed  by  the  builder.  But 
this  building  is  to  display  more,  infinitely  more,  than 
is  possessed  by  all  creatures  in  the  universe.  It  is 
to  display,  not  merely  the  wisdom,  but,  the  manifold 
wisdom  of  God  ;  wisdom  as  much  greater  than  the 
wisdom  of  all  creatures,  as  he  is  greater  than  they. 
Let  them  all  collect  all  which  they  possess,  or  ever 
will,  to  eternal  ages,  and  put  it  into  one  common 
stock  ;  and  it  is  still  as  much  less  than  his,  as  the 
thing  made  is  less  than  God  who  made  it.  And  as 
this  temple  is,  in  ages  to  come,  to  display  to  angels 
and  principalities,  and  powers  in  heavenly  places, 
the  manifold  wisdom  of  God,  and  the  exceeding 
riches  of  his  grace  in  kindness  toward  men  through 
Jesus  Christ,  it  is  settled,  forever,  that  no  creature 
can  build  it.  From  the  greatness  of  the  work  which 
it  was  necessary  to  perform  to  lay  the  foundation — 
from  the  foundation  itself—from  the  materials  out 
of  which  the  temple  is  to  be  made — and  from  the 
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object  for  which  it  is  to  be  erected — it  is  perfectly 
evident  that  it  must  be  built,  not  by  might,  nor  by 
power,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

Some  remarks  will  close  this  discourse. 

I.  If  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  the  builder  of  this 
temple,  no  one  will  ever  become  a  part  of  it,  with- 
out being  prepared  for  it  by  him.  Let  the  best  hu- 
man soul  that  ever  existed  in  apostate  man,  be  cul- 
tivated, and  improved,  if  it  could  be,  for  ages  ;  with- 
out experiencing  that  change  which  the  Bible  calls, 
being  "  born  of  the  Spirit,"  it  would  never  be  pre- 
pared for  this  spiritual  temple.  It  would  have  no 
moral  likeness  to  the  foundation,  nor  would  it  be 
resting  upon  it.  It  would  not  coalesce  with  the 
other  parts  of  the  temple,  nor  would  it  have  any  fit- 
ness to  be  a  habitation  of  God. 

On  this  point  there  is  a  great  difference  of  opin- 
ion among  men.  Some  suppose  that  they  have  no 
need  to  be  born  of  the  Spirit,  to  be  created  anew, 
or  to  pass  from  death  unto  life.  They  do  net  be- 
lieve that,  when  Jesus  died  for  all,  all  were  dead  ; 
or  that  they  must  be  made  alive  by  the  power  of 
God  ;  especially  the  exceeding  greatness  of  that 
mighty  power  which  he  wrought  in  Christ,  when 
he  raised  him  from  the  dead  ;  or  that  they  must  be 
raised  with  him,  through  the  faith  of  the  operation 
of  God.  Not  feeling  that  they  have  destroyed 
themselves,  they  do  not  feel  that  in  God  alone  is 
their  help.  Nor  do  they  look  to  him  as  the  Lord 
their  righteousness.  Nor  does  he  become  the  end 
of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  them,  as  he  is  to 
those  that  believe.     Nor  have  they  that  hope  in  him, 
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which  purifies  them  as  he  is  pure ;  nor  is  he  unto 
them  wisdom  and  righteousness,  sanctification  and 
redemption.  Being  ignorant  of  God's  righteousness, 
and  going  about  to  establish  their  own,  they  do  not 
submit  to  the  righteousness  of  God.  Nor  do  they 
live  by  faith  in  him  that  loved  them  and  gave  him- 
self for  them.  They  never  glory  in  his  cross,  nor 
are  they  by  it  crucified  to  the  world,  or  the  world 
to  them. 

Other  persons  there  are,  who,  by  an  unction  from 
the  Holy  One,  know  that  they  must  be  born  of  God  ; 
that  that  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh  ;  and 
that,  except  they  be  born  of  the  Spirit,  they  cannot 
see  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  when  they  hear 
him  say,  "  Look  unto  me  and  be  ye  saved,"  they 
look,  and  are  saved.  And  looking  unto  him,  they 
are  changed  into  his  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

These  two  kinds  of  materials  may  appear  to  men, 
in  this  distant  world,  and  while  looking  through  a 
glass  darkly,  to  be  somewhat  alike.  But  when 
brought  to  the  place  where  the  temple  is  to  stand, 
and  viewed  by  the  great  Master-builder,  in  the  blaz- 
ing light  of  eternity,  they  will  be  found  to  be  alto- 
gether different.  The  very  best  which  have  been 
prepared  by  men,  or  creatures  merely,  instead  of 
being  found  in  the  image  of  God,  and  fitted,  with  the 
rest  of  the  temple,  to  reflect  the  lustre  of  his  glory 
to  every  part  of  the  universe,  will  be  fitted  only  to 
be  cast  away  from  his  presence  and  from  the  glory 
of  his  power.  And  as  all  time  for  preparation  will 
then  be  ended,  they  that  are  filthy  will  be  filthy  still ; 
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and  all  hope  of  their  ever  becoming  a  part  of  this 
glorious  temple,  will  vanish  as  a  dream  when  one 
awaketh. 

2.  As  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  the  builder  of  this 
temple,  his  materials  will  all  be  perfectly  prepared. 
However  unsightly,  or  dark,  or  distant,  and  totally 
unfit  to  form  a  part  of  such  an  edifice,  he  who  com- 
manded the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  will 
shine  down,  not  only  upon  them,  and  around  them, 
but  into  them,  and  will  so  give  them  the  light  of 
the  knowledge  of  his  glory,  that  they  shall  not 
only  see  light,  but  themselves  become  light  in 
the  Lord.  However  defective,  or  even  opposite, 
they  were  before,  to  all  that  is  requisite  for  such  a 
building,  on  such  a  foundation,  and  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, he  who  made  them  will  so  have  mercy  upon 
them,  and  he  who  formed  them  show  them  such  fa- 
vor, as  to  transform  them  into  his  own  image,  and 
cause  them  to  shine  in  the  beauty  of  holiness.  And 
having  begun  this  good  work  in  them,  he  will  carry 
it  onward,  till  he  shall  present  them  spotless  and 
faultless  before  the  throne  of  his  glory,  with  exceed- 
ing and  everlasting  joy.  And  though  of  every  age 
and  nation,  he  will  have  made  them,  in  his  provi- 
dence and  by  his  grace,  so  perfectly  like  the  foun- 
dation, and  like  the  rest  of  the  temple,  and  so  per- 
fectly fitted  each  one  for  his  place,  that  when  brought 
to  the  spot  where  the  temple  is  to  stand,  no  sound 
of  any  instrument  will  be  heard  in  building.  But 
all  the  materials,  from  all  parts  of  the  earth,  will 
come  together,  as  by  their  own  attraction,  and  their 
union  will  be  perfect  and  eternal. 
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3.  As  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  the  builder  of  this 
temple,  any  individual  to  whom  he  is  made  known, 
and  who  is  in  a  state  of  probation,  may  himself  be- 
come a  part  of  it.  Wherever  he  may  live,  and  un- 
der whatever  circumstances  he  may  be  placed  ;  how- 
ever long  he  may  have  been  in  rebellion  against 
God,  and  however  deeply  he  may  have  sunk,  in  de- 
gradation and  guilt ;  he  may  nevertheless  be  trans- 
formed into  the  Divine  image  and  live.  Though 
his  sins  were  as  scarlet,  they  may  become  white  as 
snow;  though  they  were  red  like  crimson,  they 
may  become  as  wool.  From  all  his  filthiness  and 
his  idols,  God  may  cleanse  him  ;  a  new  heart  he 
may  give  him,  and  a  new  spirit  put  within  him  ; 
may  take  away  the  heart  of  stone  and  give  him  an 
heart  of  flesh.  He  has  done  this  for  thousands. 
He  is  now  doing  it  for  thousands  more.  And  he 
will  do  it  for  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  mul- 
titudes which  no  man  can  number.  The  time  cometh 
and  now  is,  when  the  dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of 
the  Son  of  God,  and  they  that  hear  shall  live.  Then 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  shall  be  opened,  and  the  ears 
of  the  deaf  be  unstopped  ;  the  lame  man  shall  leap 
as  a  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  shall  sing. 
And  they  shall  return  and  come  home  to  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem,  and  to  the  city  and  temple  of  God — the 
house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 

4.  As  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  the  builder  of  this 
temple,  we  see  what  each  one  must  do,  in  order  to 
be  prepared  for  it.  He  must  become  acquainted 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  must  look  to  him  for  what 
he  needs.     He  must  attend  to  his  communications, 
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must  understand,  believe,  and  obey  them.  They 
will  thus  be  spirit  and  life  to  his  soul.  He  will  be 
begotten  again,  not  by  corruptible  seed,  but  by  in- 
corruptible, by  the  word  of  God,  which  liveth  and 
abideth  forever.  To  this  word,  each  soul  must  him- 
self give  heed,  as  to  a  light  shining  in  a  dark  place, 
till  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day-star  arise  in  his  heart. 
He  must  treat  this  word,  in  his  feelings  and  conduct, 
not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  as  it  is  in  truth,  the 
word  of  God,  which  is  able  to  save  the  soul.  And 
he  must  be,  not  a  hearer  only,  but  a  doer  of  the  word ; 
and  he  will  then  find  it  to  be  perfect,  converting  the 
soul ;  and  sure,  making  wise  the  simple  ;  right,  re- 
joicing the  heart;  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes; 
clean,  enduring  forever;  true  and  righteous  alto- 
gether ;  more  to  be  desired  than  gold,  even  much 
fine  gold ;  and  in  obeying  it,  he  will  experience  a 
great  reward. 

Nor  does  the  fact  that  men  are  dependent  on  God, 
and  that  he  is  almighty,  lessen  the  necessity  or  the 
benefit  of  thus  hearkening  to  his  voice,  believing  his 
declarations,  or  obeying  his  commands.  For  as  I 
have  said  before,  so  say  I  now  again,  his  almighty 
power  operates  in  his  way.  And  if  men  would 
experience  the  benefit  of  that  power,  operating  in 
their  behalf,  they  must  take  his  way.  Yet  those 
who  neglect  to  do  this,  sometimes  say,  "  The  way 
of  the  Lord  is  not  equal."  How  do  they  know? 
Have  they  tried  it?  Let  them  first  take  that 
way  and  see  if  it  is  not  equal,  before  they  com- 
plain that  God  is  a  hard  master,  reaping  where  he 
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has  not  sown,  and  gathering  where  he  has  not 
strewed.  Though  they  have  but  a  single  talent,  let 
them  give  him  that,  and  see  if  more  shall  not  be 
given,  till  they  shall  have  abundance.  Let  them  de- 
vote to  him  the  few  things  which  he  has  already  given 
them,  and  see  if  he  will  not  make  them  rulers  over 
many  things,  and  cause  them,  through  grace,  to  en- 
ter into  the  joy  of  their  Lord.  Dependent  on  God, 
they  indeed  are  ;  but  that,  instead  of  being  a  reason 
why  they  should  not  immediately  hearken  to  his 
voice,  believe  his  declarations,  and  obey  his  com- 
mands, is  the  very  reason  why  they  should.  And 
in  doing  it,  they  will  find  that  his  commands  are  not 
grievous;  that  his  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness, 
and  his  paths  are  paths  of  peace  ;  and  that  in  walk- 
ing in  them,  they  are  changed  into  his  image,  and 
prepared  for  his  holy  temple. 

5.  As  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  the  builder  of  this 
temple,  and  he  operates  by  the  truth,  we  see  the  rea- 
son why  a  knowledge  of  the  Spirit  and  of  his  truth 
should  be  communicated,  in  the  least  possible  time, 
to  all  people.  All  people  need  this  knowledge. 
They  are  in  imminent  danger  of  perishing  eternally 
without  it.  It  is  suited  to  their  condition;  and 
adapted  to  meet  their  wants. 

"  This  remedy  did  wisdom  find, 
To  heal  diseases  of  the  mind  ; 
A  sovereign  balm,  whose  virtues  can 
Restore  the  ruined  creature,  man," 

Nothing  else  will  do  it.  We  have  this  remedy. 
Freely  we  have  received,  and  freely  we  are  bound 
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to  give.  God  commands,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  He  that 
believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved  ;  and  he  that 
believeth  not  shall  be  damned.  But  how  shall  they 
believe  on  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ?  And 
how  shall  they  hear,  without  a  preacher?  And  how 
shall  they  preach,  except  they  be  sent  ?  And  by 
whom  shall  they  be  sent,  if  not  by  us  who  know 
that  there  is  a  Holy  Ghost,  and  who  know  the  truth 
which  he  has  revealed,  and  through  the  belief  and 
practice  of  which,  he  sanctifies  and  saves  the  souls 
of  men  ;  and  who  are  commanded  by  him,  in 
the  least  possible  time,  to  make  known  his  truth 
to  all  people?  The  grand  business  of  everyone 
should  be  to  embrace  the  gospel  himself,  and 
thus,  in  his  own  experience,  find  it  to  be  the  power 
of  God  to  salvation  ;  and  to  exert  his  influence  to 
have  this  done  by  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in 
Christendom,  and  throughout  the  world.  He  is 
bound  by  high  and  sacred  obligations,  not  only  to 
embrace  the  gospel  himself,  but  to  exert  his  influ- 
ence to  cause  it,  in  the  least  possible  time,  to  be  pro- 
claimed to  every  creature.  And  from  the  discharge 
of  this  dutv  no  man  can  be  excused.  Let  him  be 
a  merchant,  a  manufacturer,  a  mechanic,  or  a  farmer  ; 
a  professional  man  ;  a  man  of  leisure,  or  a  man  of 
business  ;  whoever,  wherever,  whatever  he  may  be, 
he  is  bound  by  obligations  which  he  can  never  throw 
off,  to  go  himself,  or  assist  others  to  go  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  all  people,  and  to  use  his  influence  to 
induce  all  people  to  embrace  it.     To  this,  he  is  bound 
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to  devote  his  time,  his  talents,  his  influence,  his  pro- 
perty. Here  is  an  object  for  which  it  is  glorious  to 
labor ;  glorious  to  acquire  property,  learning,  talents, 
influence,  every  thing  which  can  be  made  subsidiary 
to  the  diffusion  of  the  knowledge  of  God  and  his  sal- 
vation. And  here  is  an  object  for  which  men  may 
live,  not  only  safely  and  blissfully  for  themselves, 
but  for  their  children  and  children's  children  ;  in 
which  the  accumulated  treasures  of  wisdom  and 
knowledge  and  wealth,  which  any  and  all  may  be 
enabled  to  accumulate,  instead  of  drowning  in  de- 
struction and  perdition  those  who  come  after  them, 
may  be  so  used  as  to  work  out  for  them  an  exceed- 
ing and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

Parents,  do  you  wish  to  be  rich,  and  to  have  your 
children  rich  ?  to  live  rich,  to  die  rich,  and  to  be  rich 
to  all  eternity  ?  Be  you  rich  in  good  works  ;  ready 
to  distribute  ;  willing  to  communicate  ;  and  thus  lay 
up  for  yourselves  and  them  a  good  foundation  against 
the  time  to  come;  an  inheritance  which  is  incorrupti- 
ble, undefiled,  and  never  to  fade  away.  Do  you 
wish  for  glory  ?  Inscribe  your  names  and  those  of 
your  children  on  a  monument  where  they  will  shine, 
in  living  characters,  an  eternity  after  all  the  monu- 
ments of  earth  have  crumbled  into  ruins;  inscribe 
them  on  those  living  stones,  of  that  living  temple, 
whose  foundation  is  the  Prince  of  Life  ;  and  where 
they  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament, 
and  as  the  stars,  forever  and  ever.  Though  it  is  to 
be  built  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  yet  he  has  need 
of  you,  and  of  your  children.     And  forget  not,  oh,  I 
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beseech  you,  forget  not,  that  you  and  they  have  need 
of  him,  and  will  continue  to  have  need  of  him  to  all 
eternity.  His  favor  is  life,  and  his  loving  kindness 
is  better  than  life. 

6.  We  see  in  view  of  this  subject,  that  the  Mis- 
sionary of  the  cross  is  engaged  in  a  great  and  glori- 
ous work.  Men  may,  if  they  will,  view  him  with 
pity  or  contempt,  as  a  wild  enthusiast,  or  a  blind  fa- 
natic. God  views  him  as  a  co-worker  with  himself, 
in  preparing  his  own  eternal  habitation.  They  are 
workers  together  with  God.  Though  he  dwelleth 
not  in  the  temples  made  with  hands,  as  he  saith, 
"  Heaven  is  my  throne,  and  earth  is  my  footstool ;  " 
yet,  he  dwelleth  also  with  the  humble,  and  taketh 
up  his  abode  with  the  contrite  in  heart.  As  it  is 
written,  "Ye  are  the  temple  of  the  living  God." 
And  God  hath  said,  "  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk 
in  them,  and  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  shall  be 
my  people."  "  If  a  man  love  me,  my  Father  will 
love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our 
abode  with  him."  He  shall  dwell  in  them,  and  they 
in  him;  and  they  shall  be  filled  "eternally  with  all 
the  fulness  of  God."  And  they  that  be  wise  shall  shine 
as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn 
many  to  righteousness,  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever. 

7.  As  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  the  author  and 
finisher  of  this  w7ork,  all  are  bound  to  be  instant, 
sincere,  fervent,  and  persevering,  not  only  in  labors, 
but  in  supplications  to  him,  that  their  efforts  and 
the  efforts  of  others  may  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 
Without  his  influence,  though  you  put  a  Bible  into 
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every  family,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  crea- 
ture, not  a  blind  eye  will  be  opened,  nor  a  deaf  ear 
be  unstopped  ;  not  a  hard  heart  will  be  softened,  nor 
a  distant  soul  be  brought  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Jesus. 
Not  a  living  stone  will  ever  shine  in  that  living  tem- 
ple, but  all  will  be  cold,  motionless,  and  dead. 
Even  the  glorious  gospel,  that  word  of  life,  will  be, 
through  its  perversion,  a  savor  only  of  death  unto 
death.  But  let  the  voice  of  the  "  Resurrection  and 
the  Life,"  "  Awake,  thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise 
from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light,"  be 
proclaimed,  even  by  the  feeble  tongue  of  mortals, 
and  attended,  as  in  answer  to  humble,  affectionate 
supplications  it  will  be,  by  the  power  of  Him  who 
quiekeneth  the  dead  and  calleth  things  that  are  not 
as  though  they  were  ;  and  there  shall  be  a  shaking 
among  the  dry  bones  ;  and  bones  shall  come  together, 
bone  to  his  bone  ;  and  flesh  and  sinews  shall  come 
upon  them  ;  and  they  shall  stand  up,  an  exceed- 
ing great  army.  Nations  shall  be  born  unto  God. 
I,  Jehovah,  have  spoken,  and  I  will  do  it  :  I 
will  hasten  it ;  for  my  thoughts  are  not  your 
thoughts,  neither  are  your  ways  my  ways,  saith 
the  Lord.  As  the  rain  and  the  snow  come  down 
from  heaven,  and  water  the  earth,  and  cause  it  to 
bring  forth  and  bud — so  shall  my  word  be.  It  shall 
not  return  unto  me  void,  but  shall  accomplish  that 
which  I  please,  and  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto 
I  sent  it.  Ye  shall  go  forth  with  joy,  and  be  led 
forth  with  peace.  The  mountains  and  the  hills  shall 
break  forth  before  you  into  singing,  and  all  the  trees 
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of  the  field  shall  clap  their  hands.  Instead  of  the 
thorn  shall  come  up  the  fir  tree  ;  instead  of  the  briar, 
the  myrtle  tree.  The  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  come, 
the  fir  tree  and  the  box  tree,  to  beautify  the  place  of 
my  sanctuary.  And  I  will  make  it  glorious.  Thy 
walls  shall  be  salvation,  and  thy  gates  praise. 

8.  As  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  the  builder  of  this 
temple,  it  will  be  completed.  For  four  thousand 
years  he  was  preparing  to  lay  the  foundation  ;  and 
that  is  now  done.  For  six  thousand  years  he  has 
been  preparing  the  materials ;  and  taking  them  on 
to  the  spot.  Not  a  few  whom  I  once  saw  here,  and 
some  who  took  part  with  us  in  these  deliberations, 
I  now  see  there,  shining  like  the  sun.  Multitudes, 
partakers  of  the  same  boundless  grace,  are  now  on 
their  way.  And  He  who  hath  begun  this  good 
work,  is  able,  and  he  has  resolved  to  finish  it ;  to 
carry  them  onward,  and  all  who  shall  follow  them, 
and  present  them,  spotless  and  faultless,  before  the 
Eternal.  And  has  He  begun,  and  will  he  not  make 
an  end  ?  Shall  any  of  his  enemies  ever  taunt  him, 
and  say,  He  began  to  build,  and  was  not  able  to 
finish  ?  No.  Let  difficulties  accumulate  till  they 
fill  the  whole  earth,  and  rise  up  to  heaven.  What 
art  thou,  O  great  mountain  ?  before  Zerubbabel  thou 
shalt  become  a  plain  ;  and  he  shall  bring  forth  the 
head  stone  thereof  with  shoutings,  crying,  Grace, 

GRACE    UNTO    IT. 

Let  all  the  enemies  of  Christ  in  our  world  unite 
to  oppose  it,  and  let  all  who  people  the  world  of 
darkness  come  forth  to  assist  them  ;  and  let  them 


32 

be  aided  by  every  enemy  of  God  in  the  universe; 
and  the  rising  of  this  temple,  will  laugh  at  opposi- 
tion, and  mock  every  effort  to  resist  it.  Disappoint- 
ment will  be  written  upon  every  exertion,  and  all 
opposers  held  up  to  the  view  of  the  universe,  as  ever- 
lasting monuments  of  their  own  weakness  and  folly. 
They  will  soon  feel,  that  they  are  contending,  not 
with  might,  nor  with  power,  but  with  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  ;  who  looketh  on  the  mountains,  and  they 
tremble  ;  on  the  hills,  and  they  melt ;  from  whose 
face  the  heavens  and  the  earth  flee  away. 

Opposer  of  Christ, — you  may,  if  you  will,  pre- 
vent yourself  from  ever  becoming  a  part  of  his  tem- 
ple, and  carry  yourself  to  a  spot,  from  which, 
should  you  ever  behold  it,  it  will  be  at  an  amazing 
distance,  and  on  the  other  side  of  an  impassable 
gulf.  Its  glory  may  exceed  a  thousand  suns,  and 
cast  its  brightness  even  on  you ;  but  it  will  only 
show  you,  in  tenfold  horrors,  the  gloomy  darkness 
of  that  dreadful  abyss  into  which  you  will  forever 
be  descending.  To  that  abyss  you  are  going,  to 
continue  there,  forever; 

Unless  born  from  above,  created  anew, 
And  washed  in  the  fountain,  now  open  for  you; 
A  Saviour  is  offered,  he  calls  you  to-day  ; 
Why  hazard  your  souls  by  a  longer  delay  ? 
Embrace  his  kind  offers,  oh  taste  of  his  love  ; 
Then  rise  in  triumph,  to  that  temple  above. 

And  the  glory  shall  be  given,  all  to  Him,  to  whom 
it  is  all  due ;  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost ; 
the  God  of  salvation,  forever.     Amen. 


